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starting, the greatest apprehension as to the pro-
priety of the campaign he was about to commence
filled the mind of the President, induced, no doubt,
by his advisers. This went so far as to move the
President to-ask me to suspend Sherman's march
for a day or two until I could think the matter
over. My recollection is, though I find no record
to show it, that out of deference to the President's
wish I did send a despatch to Sherman asking him
to wait a day or two, or else the connections be-
tween us were already cut, so that I could not do
so. However this may be, the question of who
devised the plan of march from Atlanta to Savan-
nah is easily answered: it was clearly Sherman,
and to him also belongs the credit of its brilliant
execution. It was hardly possible that any one
else than those on the spot could have devised
a new plan of campaign to supersede one that did
not promise success.1

I was in favor of Sherman's plan from the time
it was first submitted to me. My chief of staff,
however, was very bitterly opposed to it, and, as
I learned subsequently, finding that he could
not move me, he appealed to the authorities at
"Washington to stop it.
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See Appendix, letters of October llth.
cut him off from the last means he had of getting
